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7:00 am - 7:50 am

Breakfast

7:50 am - 8:00 am

8:00 am - 9:00 am

8:00 am - 8:15 am

Welcome and Opening Remarks Rebecca Klinger, MD, MS
PANEL 1: WHAT’S NEW?

Moderator: Caryl F. Bailey, MD
Best Paper of the Year Peter Slinger, MD, FRCPC

8:15am - 8:30 am

Enhanced Recovery Approaches for Thoracic Surgery Nicole Ginsberg, MD

8:30 am - 8:45 am

Approaches to Esophagectomy Frederick W. Lombard, MBChB, FANZCA

8:45 am - 9:00 am

Q&A

9:00 am - 9:15 am

The Impact of ECMO in the Preoperative Management of Lung Transplant: The Vienna Experience
Edda Tschernko, MD

9:15am-9:30 am

EACTAIC Thoracic Anaesthesia Consensus Agreement (TOSSCA): A Framework for State-of-the-Art
Practice in Europe Manuel Granell, PhD, MD

9:30 am - 9:45 am

Q&A

9:45 am - 10:00 am

10:00 am - 11:00 am

Core
Techniques

& Advanced
Scenarios

Coffee Break

10:00 am - 11:00 am WORKSHOP 1

LUNG ISOLATION

Moderator: Dionne Peacher, MD

Faculty: Caryl F. Bailey, MD, Ross Blank, MD, Nicole Ginsberg, MD, Yasmin Maisonave, MD,

and Sri Varsha Pulijal, MBBS

Looking to expand your lung isolation practice beyond left-sided double lumen tubes? Interested in
hands-on practice with bronchial blockers your institution doesn’t carry? Keen to debate how to achieve
lung isolation in a nasally intubated patient for right-sided thoracoscopic surgery? Look no further than
the TAS Lung Isolation Workshop! In 60 minutes of hands-on practice, rotate through 4 stations of lung
isolation techniques with experts in thoracic anesthesia.

Learning Objectives:

The learner will apply lung isolation techniques:

e Using right-sided and left-sided double lumen tubes
e Using bronchial blockers

¢ In challenging cases

Registration includes participation in three workshops and one PBLD session of your choice.
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10:00 am - 11:00 am REGIONAL ANESTHESIA

Moderator: Angela Pollak, MD, FASE

Faculty: Kenneth R. Mullen, MD, Luca La Colla, MD, Katherine W. Sun, MD, Brian A. Barron, MD,

Shefali Rikhi, MD, Brent MacLellan, MD FRCPC and Julie Lajoie, MD FRCPC

Interested in learning how to incorporate regional anesthesia techniques into your thoracic practice? In our
workshop you will rotate through multiple stations with live models and ultrasound phantoms to learn from
the experts how to select and perform regional anesthesia techniques targeting the chest wall. We will cover
serratus anterior plane blocks, erector spinae plane blocks, paravertebral blocks and more! Nothing beats
hands-on experience when learning regional techniques and that is exactly what our workshop delivers.

Chest Wall
Blocks and

U/S-Guided
Epidurals

Learning Objectives:

The learner will:

¢ Gain an understanding of the coverage of various regional anesthetic blocks targeting the chest wall,
including the pros and cons of each technique

¢ Understand the sonoanatomy of the various blocks targeting the chest wall

¢ Practice scanning for the proper block placement location on live human models and practice
ultrasound-guided needle placement using phantom models

10:00 am - 11:00 am POCUS FOR THORACIC
Moderator: Nazish K. Hashmi, MD
Faculty: Ingrid Moreno Duarte, MD, Elmari Neethling, MBChB, FCA, FRCPC, MMED, LMCC,
Rodrigo O. L. Pereira, MD, and Heejoon Jeong, MD
NEW This interactive, hands-on workshop introduces participants to the practical use of point-of-care ultrasound
this year — 4 (POCUS) in perioperative and critical care settings, focusing on lung and gastric sonography. Through expert
Gastric p demonstrations and guided scanning on live models, attendees will learn to identify normal and pathological
POCUS findings, optimize image acquisition, and integrate sonographic assessment into clinical decision-making.
> Emphasis will be placed on recognizing pulmonary pathology (such as pneumothorax, pleural effusion, and
4 interstitial edema) and evaluating gastric contents to assess aspiration risk and guide airway management.

Learning Objectives:

By the end of this workshop, participants will be able to:

¢ Perform systematic lung and gastric ultrasound examinations relevant to perioperative and critical care
practice

e Interpret key sonographic findings for common pulmonary conditions and gastric content assessment

e Integrate lung and gastric ultrasound findings into anesthetic planning, airway management, and
perioperative risk stratification

DIFFICULT CASES
Moderators: Diana Anca, MD and Harendra Arora, MD, MBA, FASA

TOP RESEARCH ABSTRACTS
Moderators: Emily G. Teeter, MD and Kofi B. Vandyck, MD

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm PBLDS WITH LUNCH

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm PBLD 1: The Vanderbilt Enhanced Recovery After Lung Transplantation: Program Development and
Implementation

Moderators: Miklos D. Kertai, MD, MMHC, PhD, Jennifer Jayaram, MSN, APRN-BC and Crystal Parrish, MSN
This Problem-Based Learning Discussion (PBLD) will explore the development and implementation of a

lung transplant-specific ERAS program, with a focus on key components including multimodal analgesia,
goal-directed fluid therapy, early extubation, standardized immunosuppression protocols, and early
mobilization.

11:00 am - 11:30 am

11:30 am - 12:00 pm

Learning Objectives:

e Describe core elements of lung transplant ERAS protocols, emphasizing preoperative optimization,
intraoperative anesthetic strategies, and immediate postoperative care to improve early recovery,
graft function, and patient outcomes.

e Qutline key steps and stakeholders in ERAS implementation, focusing on integration of evidence-based
practices across pre-, intraoperative, and immediate postoperative phases of lung transplantation.

e Discuss how real-time data and multidisciplinary collaboration support protocol adherence, identify
improvement opportunities, and enhance early outcomes in lung transplant patients.
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12:00 pm - 1:00 pm PBLD 2: Lung Transplantation in Idiopathic Interstitial Lung Disease with Pulmonary Hypertension
Moderators: Yong G. Peng, MD, PhD and Julien Fessler, MD

Lung transplantation in the setting of severe pulmonary hypertension presents significant challenge, and
this PBLD will outline the stepwise approach.

Learning Objectives:

e Review the clinical pathophysiology of end-stage pulmonary disease in patients requiring bilateral lung
transplantation.

¢ |dentify the anesthetic challenges associated with bilateral lung transplantation in patients with
pulmonary hypertension.

e Define the role of transesophageal echocardiography (TEE) in guiding bilateral lung transplantation.

e Recognize the implications of intracardiac shunts in patients undergoing bilateral lung transplantation.

e Compare circulatory support strategies—ECMO versus CPB—for bilateral lung transplantation.

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm PBLD 3: Thoracic Robotic Conversion for Massive Hemorrhage: The Anesthesiologist’s Role in
Crisis Management

Moderators: Sergey M. Karamnov, MD and Ferian Lou, MD

Massive hemorrhage in the setting of robotic thoracic surgery present particular challenge to the team,
and this PBLD will discuss the crisis management in such scenario.

Learning Objectives:

¢ |dentify early warning signs and intraoperative management strategies for massive hemorrhage during
robotic thoracic surgery.

¢ Discuss the key steps and communication needed for thoracic robotic conversion protocols.

e Review massive transfusion principles and hemodynamic stabilization during major thoracic bleeding.

e Describe the anesthesiologists’ role in team coordination and closed-loop communication during
emergent robotic conversion.

e Apply lessons from crisis resource management (CRM) to improve outcomes during catastrophic
bleeding events.

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm PBLD 4: Robotic Anterior Mediastinal Mass Resection in Known Difficult Airway Patient with New
Onset of Atrial Fibrillation

Moderators: Cheng Feng, DO, Draginja Cvetkovic, MD and Alessia Pedoto, MD

Anterior mediastinal masses present a significant challenge for the anesthesia team, and when compounded
by a known difficult airway in the setting of new-onset atrial fibrillation, add a whole new layer to the
stepwise approach to anesthetic management.

Learning Objectives:

e Develop and implement an appropriate anesthetic management plan for a patient with a difficult airway.

e Recognize, comprehend, and implement clinical care for airway challenges and hemodynamic instabilities
in patient with anterior mediastina mass.

¢ Develop a deeper understanding of the challenges of airway and monitoring management during a
robotic procedure.

e Develop confidence in managing patients with new-onset atrial fibrillation during a non-cardiac
procedure.

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm PBLD 5: Anterior Mediastinal Mass and Airway Compression in the Parturient: What Could Go Wrong?
Moderators: Meghan Horn, MD and Ross Blank, MD

The educational pearls from this incredible complex case involving two high risk patient populations — the
pregnant woman and the dreaded anterior mediastinal mass — are innumerable.

Learning Objectives:

e Formulate anesthetic considerations for patients with anterior mediastinal mass.
e Discuss the planning and coordination with maternal-fetal medicine team.

e Discuss planning of backup and rescue if hemodynamic instability.
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12:00 pm - 1:00 pm PBLD 6: Massive Hemoptysis in the Interventional Pulmonology Suite

Moderators: Ju-Mei Ng, MD and Wanda M. Popescu, MD

This PBLD will focus on recognition and management of emergent hemoptysis in the low-resource
environment of the interventional pulmonology suite.

Learning Objectives:

e Plan anesthetic management of interventional pulmonology procedures.

e Diagnose and manage massive hemoptysis.

e Formulate a plan for emergency preparedness for managing massive hemoptysis in Interventional
Pulmonology Suite.

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm PBLD 7: It’s Only a Simple Procedure — Segmentectomy in a Patient with Severe Pulmonary
Hypertension and Right Ventricular Dysfunction

Moderators: Theresa A. Gelzinis, MD and Caryl F. Bailey, MD

Right ventricular dysfunction is a common pathology seen in thoracic surgical patients and can be acutely
exacerbated with one lung ventilation, to potentially disastrous consequences. Learn how to recognize and
manage this complex pathology.

Learning Objectives:

e Discuss the physiology and classification of PHTN.

e Formulate anesthetic management for patients with severe PHTN for lung resection.
e Discuss rescue options for RV failure in the setting of severe PHTN.

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm PBLD 8: Cannot Ventilate Intraoperatively: One Patient with Three Etiologies of Air Leak
Moderators: Manxu Zhao, MD, Ahmed Shalabi, MBBCh, MSc, FCAIl and Edmond Cohen, MD, FASA
Cover multiple etiologies of air leak all in this dizzying case involving difficulty with intraoperative ventilation.

Learning Objectives:

e Discuss etiology and challenges in management of air leak.

e Formulate a stepwise approach in management of air leaks during thoracic surgery.

e Discuss multidisciplinary planning for intra-and post-operative management of air leaks.

1:00 pm - 1:30 pm POSTER PRESENTATIONS

1:30 pm - 2:30 pm WORKSHOP 2

LUNG ISOLATION

Moderator: Dionne Peacher, MD

Faculty: Caryl F. Bailey, MD, Ross Blank, MD, Nicole Ginsberg, MD, Yasmin Maisonave, MD,
and Sri Varsha Pulijal, MBBS

REGIONAL ANESTHESIA

Moderator: Angela Pollak, MD, FASE

Faculty: Kenneth R. Mullen, MD, Luca La Colla, MD, Katherine W. Sun, MD, Brian A. Barron, MD,
and Shefali Rikhi, MD

POCUS FOR THORACIC

Moderator: Nazish K. Hashmi, MD

Faculty: Ingrid Moreno Duarte, MD, Elmari Neethling, MBChB, FCA, FRCPC, MMED, LMCC,
Rodrigo O. L. Pereira, MD, and Heejoon Jeong, MD

2:30 pm - 3:30 pm PANEL 2: WHAT DO | DO IF MY PATIENT...

Moderator: Sergey M. Karamnov, MD

2:30 pm - 2:45 pm Has Received Neoadjuvant Chemotherapy or Imnmunotherapy?
Alexandra Lewis, MID, MBA, MSc

2:45 pm - 3:00 pm Has Severe Pulmonary Hypertension? Priya Kumar, MD

3:00 pm - 3:15 pm Is a Substance Abuser? Kenneth R. Mullen, MD

3:15 pm-3:30 pm Q&A

3:30 pm - 3:45 pm Break

Thoracic Anesthesia Symposium and Workshops 2026 - Nashville, Tennessee




3:45 pm - 4:30 pm SESSION 2: SURGEON SAYS THIS CASE HAS TO HAPPEN!
Moderator: Alessia Pedoto, MD

An audience-driven difficult case-based discussion with a thoracic anesthesia expert
4:30 pm - 5:30 pm WORKSHOP 3

LUNG ISOLATION

Moderator: Dionne Peacher, MID

Faculty: Caryl F. Bailey, MD, Ross Blank, MD, Nicole Ginsberg, MD, Yasmin Maisonave, MD,
and Sri Varsha Pulijal, MBBS

REGIONAL ANESTHESIA

Moderator: Angela Pollak, MD, FASE

Faculty: Kenneth R. Mullen, MDD, Luca La Colla, MD, Katherine W. Sun, MD, Brian A. Barron, MD,
and Shefali Rikhi, MD

POCUS FOR THORACIC

Moderator: Nazish K. Hashmi, MD

Faculty: Ingrid Moreno Duarte, MD, Elmari Neethling, MBChB, FCA, FRCPC, MMED, LMCC,
Rodrigo O. L. Pereira, MD, and Heejoon Jeong, MD

5:30 pm Refreshments

PRO/CON: OPIOID VS. OPIOID-FREE THORACIC ANESTHESIA
Moderator: Randal Blank, MD, PhD

5:30 pm - 6:15 pm

5:30 pm - 5:45 pm Pro Wanda M. Popescu, MD
5:45 pm - 6:00 pm Con Julien Fessler, MD
6:00 pm - 6:15 pm Q&A

THORACIC TRIVIA

6:15 pm - 7:00 pm Moderators: Rebecca Klinger, MD, MS and Peter Slinger, MD, FRCPC

7:00 pm Closing Statement Rebecca Klinger, MD, MS

Registration includes participation in three workshops and one PBLD session of your choice.
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