Introduction to Joyce Wahr interview

Many individuals have made outstanding contributions to the SCA without serving as
President, and Dr Joyce Wahr is foremost among them. In this entertaining and far-ranging
interview Dr Wahr recounts how she was drawn to become a doctor at an early age and
then chose anesthesiology over surgery. At the University of California San Francisco
(UCSF), Dr Wahr was inspired by the renowned John Severinghaus. She was one of the
pioneers of cardiac anesthesia as a subspecialty at UCSF and subsequently at the
University of Minnesota. Inthe early 1990's Dr Wahr joined the SCA and her interest in
research led her to join the Multicenter Study of Perioperative Ischemia (McSPI). In 2007,
with the encouragement of her prominent SCA colleagues, Drs Christina Mora Mangano
and Nancy Nussmeier, Dr Wahr created the SCA Foundation to generate grants and
leadership awards for members of the Society. The success of the Foundation in providing
"lift off" for SCA research remains Dr Wahr's most singular legacy, and it served as the
forerunner of the SCA Foundation. Dr Wahr's fund-raising efforts include - together with Dr
Judith Fabian - the launching of the annual Earl Wynands lecture, and - with Ms Heather
Spiess - the Gala at the SCA Annual meeting. In this interview with Dr Jamie Ramsay, Joyce
Wahr is compelling, entertaining, funny and very knowledgeable about the history of our
Society. Watch it and see for yourself!



