SCA Registry-Based Projects (SCA-RP) Funding Announcement

The SCA-RP is a grant mechanism that is available to SCA members to assist with conducting a
perioperative research project utilizing either one of the two following national registries: The Society of
Thoracic Surgeons (STS) National Databases OR the Multi-Center Perioperative Outcomes Group
(MPOG) Registry.

The SCA-RP 2026 cycle will award a maximum of three (3) proposals funds up to $20,000 each that can
be utilized towards various costs of conducting the research. The project must utilize data that is
collected in the STS National Database (Adult Cardiac Surgery Database, General Thoracic Surgery
Database, Congenital Heart Surgery Database, and the INTERMACS Database) OR the MPOG Multi-site
research database.

Funding Requirements

1. Personnel Requirements: The Principal Investigator (Pl) must currently be an active SCA
member (Fellow or Attending) in good standing. The Pl must currently not be receiving any
other SCA research funding. However, members who currently do receive other research
funding from the SCA may serve as a co-investigator on a SCA-RP application.

2. Research Work Requirements: The planned research work must not be similar or overlap
significantly with any previously completed or presently active research proposal. The research
work proposed must be feasible with the available data from the registry and scientifically
sound. The proposal should address research questions that relate to the perioperative care of
interest to cardiovascular anesthesiologists or the SCA in general.

3. Budgeting requirements: The SCA-RP allows each application to budget up to $20,000 that can
be used to support the costs of conducting a registry-based research project. These costs can
include data acquisition costs from the registry, data storage and analysis costs, statistical
service costs, publication, and presentation costs. The funding may not be used to support the
salaries of the study team or indirect costs.

4. National Registry Approval required: The planned research work must adhere to and meet all
the requirements of the specific national registry (STS or MPOG) for research data access and
dissemination. SCA-RP funding is conditional on the independent approval of the proposal by
the national registry (STS or MPOG). Some specific key requirements for each registry are
highlighted below. A full list of requirements can be found in their respective websites.

a. STS National Database Participant User File (PUF) requirements:

i. The research team must include an STS database contributing member surgeon
as a co-investigator as well as a PhD-level biostatistician who will be responsible
for the conduct of the analysis.

ii. The Principal Investigator (PI) must not have an active ongoing STS-PUF project
at the time of application.

iii. The proposal must not overlap over any previous projects. Click here for a list of
active STS research proposals from all programs. Click here for a list of recently
published STS research studies based on STS data. In addition to checking these
resources, we encourage potential applicants to contact STS to confirm their
project does not meaningfully overlap with prior projects.



https://www.sts.org/research-center/current-projects
https://www.sts.org/research-center/current-projects
https://www.sts.org/sts-research-and-analytic-center/published-research
https://www.sts.org/sts-research-and-analytic-center/published-research

iv. Final manuscript or output of the research project must comply with STS
requirements for dissemination and is subject to STS approval.

v. A full list of requirements can be found here:
https://www.sts.org/institutionally-funded-analyzed-participant-user-file-puf

b. MPOG requirements:

i. The research team must include a MPOG member institution with a Pl or a co-
investigator who is a MPOG Pl in good standing. The Pl at the MPOG
contributing center will be responsible for conducting the analysis in accordance
with MPOG requirements.

ii. The research proposal may not significantly overlap with any previous MPOG
based study. https://mpog.org/currentprojects/ (Login required)

iii. The research project may utilize any STS database variables that are collected in
the MPOG dataset, if the Pl member institution contributes a copy of STS data
to MPOG as well.

iv. Final manuscript or output of the research project must be in compliance with
MPOG requirements for dissemination and subject to MPOG approval.

v. Afull list of requirements can be found here: https://mpog.org/write-a-
research-proposal/

SCA-RP Process (Phase | and Phase Il)

The SCA-RP grant mechanism will be conducted in two phases. Phase | will include a submission of
abbreviated Letter of Intent. Phase | applications are reviewed by the SCA and the respective national
registry simultaneously. Applicants utilizing MPOG data will also be scheduled for an online research
consultation meeting to discuss their proposals. This phase of the review process emphasizes the
feasibility of the project.

Following Phase I, selected applicants will be invited to submit a full proposal in Phase Il. Applicants are
strongly encouraged to modify or revise their proposals in Phase Il based on comments/feedback from
Phase I. The full applications from Phase Il are formatted according to STS or MPOG guidelines,
depending on the registry data being employed. They then undergo scientific review by the SCA in
coordination with the national registry (STS or MPOG) and a joint decision on approval and funding will
be made.

Phase |

Letter of Intent Submission
Document Submission Checklist
1. Letter of Intent (Max 2 Pages, PDF format): The LOI should detail the proposed title of
the project and details of the proposed study, including background, specific aims,
abbreviated study design, and target patient population or disease process, along with a
description of any translational/mechanistic components, if relevant. The LOI must
include a statement that the Pl/applicants checked and verified that their proposed


https://www.sts.org/institutionally-funded-analyzed-participant-user-file-puf
https://mpog.org/currentprojects/
https://mpog.org/write-a-research-proposal/
https://mpog.org/write-a-research-proposal/

work is not similar to a previously completed or presently active approved research
proposal and that they have checked and verified that the key variables of interest for
their project are collected in the respective registries. The LOI should also describe the
roles of the key personnel including PI, co-investigators, and other personnel as well as
their backgrounds/connection to the topic area, the unique skills, or resources they and
their institutions bring to the project. The investigative team composition must adhere
to the requirements of the national registry that they are applying to (see above).

2. Pl Biosketch (Max 5 pages, PDF format): This document should use the updated NIH
format. Please do not include Co-investigators Biosketches.

3. Research Proposal Coversheet: (MPOG based proposals only): Proposals that utilize
MPOG data should also include a completed research proposal coversheet according to
the format here: Research Cover sheet for MPOG. This cover sheet may be one of the
two required pages for the Letter of Intent. The Letter of Intent must also include a
statement that the proposal has been reviewed by the local MPOG Principal
Investigator.

Phase Il

Full Application Document Submission Checklist
(All documents will be required to be uploaded as a PDF)

1.

10.

11.

All co-Pl and all co-investigator biosketches. Biosketches must be in the updated NIH format. All
Biosketches should be combined to a single PDF upload.

Letter of Support from Department Chair for the PI, including an outline of clinical vs. non-
clinical time commitments, availability of non-clinical time corresponding to the proposed
percent effort, resource availability, and provision of resource support, and/or support of
additional non-clinical time to fulfill the PI's commitment to the project. In addition, please
include a statement that all unused funds will be returned at the end of the award.

Research Environment and Facilities (1-page for each site) — single upload

Budget. Proposed budget for all costs related to the project.

a. Asnoted above, allowed costs include data acquisition costs from the registry, data
storage and analysis costs, statistical service costs, publication, and presentation costs.
Funding may not be used to support the salaries of the study team or indirect costs.

Data Query Specification (MPOG based proposal only): This is an online REDCap form that needs
to be completed which lists the required phenotypes for the research project.

Literature Cited (no limit)

IRB approval: (If already obtained). Documentation of IRB approval for all study sites is required
at the time of contract execution.

Conflict of interest statements for all co-investigators, and all persons involved in the project —
(Single PDF listing all COls for all investigators)

Registry specific documents:



https://mpog.org/files/downloads_research/2026/PCRC-Proposal-Template-with-Coversheet_05-26.docx

STS Registries

MPOG

Please consult the STS website for the exact
details, requirements, and components of the
Research Plan.

1. STS National Database Participant ID: The 5-
digit number corresponding to the
investigator's participating active institution in
the ACSD, GTSD, CHSD, or the 4-letter code for
Intermacs/Pedimacs participants.

2. File providing a full description of the research
plan (shell tables are required); and

3. Completed variable file that corresponds to
your study (refer to the STS website for these
files).

Please consult the MPOG website for the details,
requirements, and components of the Research
Proposal.

1. Perioperative Clinical Research
Committee (PCRC) Proposal — full
instructions are available on the website

2. Query Specification — this is a REDCap
form that specifies the variables required
to complete the study




